
BUCKS COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL AUTHORITY

MINUTES

March 4, 2013

  

The regular meeting of the Bucks County Technical School Authority was held on
March 4, 2013, in Room K110 at the Technical High School.  The meeting was called
to order by Vice-Chairperson, Albert Champion, at 7:12 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT

Michael Binder, Neshaminy (arrived 7:14 pm) Gasper Favoroso, Bristol Borough
Al Champion Jr., Bensalem Cecelia Murphy, Pennsbury
Susan DeRosier, Bristol Township Bruce Prendergast, Bristol Township
Gene Dolnick, Pennsbury George Seymour, Bensalem
Rita Geddes, Neshaminy Kevin Yeingst, Neshaminy
Adele Governatore, Pennsbury
Fred Haug, Morrisville
Harry Kramer, Bensalem
Gallus Obert, Bristol Township

ALSO PRESENT

James Musial, Rudolph Clarke and Kirk, LLC
Leon Poeske, Administrative Director
Sharon Rendeiro, Business Administrator
Nancy Durkan, Bucks County Technical School Authority, Executive Assistant

APPROVAL OF MINUTES     A motion was made by Mr. Kramer, seconded by Mrs.
DeRosier, that the reading of the Minutes of the previously held meeting on January
7, 2013 be dispensed with and that they be approved as previously distributed.   The
motion was unanimously approved (8 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).    

(Mr. Binder entered the meeting at 7:14 p.m.)

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT    Dr. Leon Poeske, Administrative Director,
introduced Kevin Godshall from the architectural firm of Godshall Kane O’Rourke and
referred to the proposal previously sent to members.  Mr. Godshall gave a Power
Point presentation regarding his firm, clients and designs.  Mr. Godshall showed
members a design of the 580 square feet area to be converted from a gang bathroom
to two (2) small classrooms with a manually operated partition, a bathroom and a
storage closet.  Mr. Godshall gave the preliminary estimate for this conversion of
$115,000.00.  Members questioned Mr. Godshall about his ideas regarding other areas
in the school that could be turned into classroom space if enrollment continues to
increase.  Mr. Godshall remarked that the upstairs space referred to as “the bite”
would be costly to renovate.  Members also questioned the need for the manually
operated partition that would be used to divide the space into two (2) classrooms.  Dr.
Poeske and Mrs. Rendeiro stated that the space would mostly be divided.  Mrs.
Rendeiro said that she believed the plan was to bid the partition as an alternate.  Mr.
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Godshall said that his timeline goal was to bid the project and award contracts in May
so construction could take place over the summer.  

Members asked Mr. Godshall for a ballpark estimate to turn the upstairs space into
classrooms.  Mr. Godshall said that his estimate was approximately $500,000.  Mr.
Binder stated that he felt the upstairs space (the bite) would not be that costly as the
floor was already there and all that was needed would be a roof and an outside wall,
after the lockers were removed.  Members discussed having that option costed out
and Mr. Dolnick said he felt we should proceed with the gang bathroom conversion,
then look at the school’s needs.  Also discussed was the fact that bathrooms would
be lost and it was costly to turn classroom space back into toilet space.  Mrs. Rendeiro
stated that she looked into the ratio of students to toilets and without counting those
toilets in the proposed conversion project, the school had adequate toilets.
 
Members discussed the funds available in the Capital Improvement Fund and if
additional funds could be obtained after the debt was paid off. Mrs. Durkan stated that
as of January 31, 2013 there was a balance of approximately $384,000 in the Capital
Improvement Fund.  Mr. Kramer asked for a debt service report at the next meeting.
Mr. Dolnick stated he did not feel that the districts would be interested in incurring any
further debt for Bucks County Technical High School.  Mr. Binder said he felt the
Authority would best serve the school districts to get as much classroom space for the
funds available and really would like to find out how much the upstairs renovations
would cost.  Mr. Dolnick said he agreed with Mr. Binder, however, felt that the gang
bathroom renovation project should move forward.  Members also discussed keeping
money for a contingency plan.  In response to members’ question, Mrs. Rendeiro
stated that there was some indication that one of the school’s transformers may have
to be replaced in the near future and estimated that cost at about $80,000.  

A motion was made by Mr. Binder, seconded by Mr. Champion, to hire the
architectural firm, Godshall Kane O’Rourke, to cost out the empty space on the second
floor (referred to as “the bite”) for a fee not to exceed $5,000.00.  This cost estimate
is expected to be back to the Authority in approximately 2 weeks.  If the cost comes
in under $300,000 the Authority will meet on April 1, 2013 to decide if they want to
move forward with this renovation.  The motion was unanimously approved (9 aye,
0 nay, 0 abstained).

A motion was made by Mr. Binder, seconded by Mr. Kramer, that if the cost to
renovate “the bite” space on the second floor exceeds $300,000, as a contingency
plan, the Authority approved the architect to move forward with the conversion of the
exiting gang bathroom into two (2) small classrooms, per their proposal dated
February 21, 2013.  Then the Authority will hold a meeting on May 6, 2013 to approve
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bids for this conversion in order to have the project take place during the summer.
The motion was unanimously approved (9 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

Members in attendance stated that they would be available for both the April 1 and
May 6, 2013 meetings and authorized Mrs. Durkan to advertise both meetings and if
they were not needed the meetings would be cancelled.

OLD BUSINESS   None

(Mrs. DeRosier left the meeting at 8:11 p.m.)

NEW BUSINESS      

Arbitrage Rebate Analysis Report:     A motion was made by Mr. Kramer, seconded
by Mr. Champion, to approve the Arbitrage Rebate Analysis Report as prepared by
The PFM Group for the period November 30, 2005 through November 30, 2012.   The
motion was unanimously approved (8 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

TREASURER’S REPORT   A motion was made by Mrs. Geddes, seconded by Mr.
Champion, to approve the previously distributed Treasurer’s Report.  The motion was
unanimously approved (8 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

APPROVAL OF BILLS          A motion was made by Mr. Kramer, seconded by Mr.
Binder to approve the payment of the bills listed on the previously distributed General
Expenses bill list in the amount of $2,998.85.  The motion was unanimously approved
(8 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

SOLICITOR’S REPORT     None

OTHER BUSINESS     None

ADJOURNMENT      In the absence of Mr. Favoroso, a motion was made by Mr.
Champion, seconded by Mr. Kramer, to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 p.m.  The motion
was unanimously approved (8 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________________
Nancy Durkan, Executive Assistant
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